Writing Your Introduction 
Your introduction is a very important part of your paper!  Why?  

List 4 jobs that the introduction does for your paper.
1.

2.

3.

4.
Organizing your introduction
Hook: What is this? How long is it?
Background: Introduce your topic so your reader will be thinking about it the same way you do.  Give facts or information that will set up your paper.  In an English paper, this is where you describe the characters and the basic story line. In a history paper, it’s basically the same thing.  
What to include in the background: What is a basic definition of your topic? Who is involved? When did this happen? Where did this take place?
Thesis: In one sentence, state the opinion you have about your topic that you will prove in the rest of your paper. 

How long should your introduction be?

6-10 sentences.
Sample Introduction
Honors winner of last year’s Curtain Prize- Mimi Sax
While breastfeeding provides essential human sustenance across every race, gender, and class, different ethnicities apply their own traditions and customs to breastfeeding. Experts unanimously agree that breastfeeding is the optimal way to feed newborn babies. Breastfeeding fosters health and prevents diseases. Breast milk has not only nutritional, but also psychological benefits. A unique maternal infant bond is created by breastfeeding, unobtainable by any other means. However, during the European Renaissance of the 14th to the17th century, many aristocratic families employed wet nurses to breastfeed their babies, rather than performing the mundane task themselves. While the Renaissance was an era of artistic and intellectual progressions, conservative gender roles abounded. Men held all the power; women were their subordinates, considered more like property than people. Wet nursing was preformed by women on behalf of other women, and yet the gender inequality of this era gave men the power to control even this inherently female industry. Why did many men insist wet nursing was their responsibility? Men considered wet nursing yet another way to assert their dominance and control, rather than as an honorable and dutiful opportunity for women. While some men chastised women for becoming wet nurses, other men used wet nursing as a way of further objectifying women. Even though wet nursing is entirely a womenʼs domain, patriarchal gender roles of the Renaissance era dictated that men would control even this aspect of womenʼs lives.
Read the introduction above.  Do the following:

1. Underline the “hook” and label it HOOK.

2. Make a big circle around everthing that is “background”.
3. Underline what you think is the thesis and write THESIS next to it.

4. Go back to the background, underline and label the WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE of the topic.  There is space on the right to put your labels.
Topic Sentences

What is the job of the topic sentence in each paragraph?

A topic sentence rules each paragraph by telling the fact or opinion about your topic that you will prove with details that you have researched.
You try it!  Rate these topic sentences below.  If they are good, write a “+”.  If they are not clear or too vague, write a “-“. Remember these would be topic sentences to one paragraph- not for a whole paper!
___1. Dogs make good companions because they can help their humans get out of the house to exercise.
___2. Ms. Martin is the one of the worse teachers at BHS because she is inflexible with her tardy policy.
___3. Pizza is a like a flat sandwich.
___4. World War II was really bad.

___5. Hitler was a strong leader because he convinced Germans to do what he wanted.

___6. The Japanese liked to kill people.
___7. Pearl Harbor happened on December 7, 1941.

___8. Classrooms at BHS are filthy because students do not care enough about the space they live in.
___9. The Industrial Revolution helped the British economy in many ways.
___10. Robespierre was a terrible leader because he was more interested in his personal power than the rights of his people.

