FAQs ABOUT WRITING

What kind of “historical background” is needed for a good hook?

The best history essays will give the reader some background information on the person or time period that the essay is about.  For example, if you are writing an essay about how napoleon should be remembered, you need to first tell the reader who Napoleon was and when & how he died…

What is a “thesis statement?”

A thesis statement is one sentence that explains to the reader  the argument that you are making in your essay.  It should be written carefully to be clear and concise.  Your thesis statement should be placed at the end of your introduction.

What do you mean by a “road map?”

A road map is simply a sentence at the end of the introduction that explains what the main points of each of your body paragraphs will be.  It gives the reader some sense of “where you are going” in your essay.


What is a “topic sentence?”

A topic sentence is the sentence at the beginning of each body paragraph that tells what the main point of that paragraph will be.   A great topic sentence also connect s the paper back to the thesis statement.
How much evidence must we have in each paragraph?

You should have at least 3 pieces of evidence for each paragraph you write.  For a history paper, evidence does not have to be quotes.  Evidence can be historical facts instead.

What do you mean by “analysis?”
Analysis is the explanation of your facts.  Writers use analysis to show HOW their facts PROVE their thesis.  It is like the glue to your whole paper.  Without good analysis, a paper just doesn’t hold together.
What do you mean by “explain significance / importance” in your conclusion?

At the end of a paper, you don’t just want to remind your reader of what you have just said.  You also need to explain why your ideas are important to know and understand.  The easiest way to figure out how to explain importance is to answer the question “So what?....”
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