Peer-Reading Worksheet

 Social Studies Research Paper

AUTHOR:______________________________

PEER-READER:__________________________

Directions:  Fill out this worksheet during this class period.  After the peer-reader has filled out this worksheet he/she should talk about the writing suggestions with the author.  In other words, get the author ready to REVISE!

Author
-What do you think is the weakest part of this paper?  Write down your concerns so your peer-reader can help you with them.  Be as detailed and specific as possible.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Peer-Reader
1. Read the paper through one time quickly without correcting mistakes, etc.  

What do you remember most about the paper? Why?

2.  Read the paper a second time.

Identify the thesis statement and write it on this sheet OR circle it on page.
Is the thesis vague? Or, does it foreshadow the paper?  Be specific.    

How could the author improve it? Describe.  

3.  Paper Breakdown

INTRODUCTION
a.  Does the intro provide adequate historical background about the topic of the paper?  Y / N
b.  Bracket the Road Map.  Is there a sentence that explains what the main points will be within the body of the paper?
How can the introduction be made better?

	


BODY PARAGRAPHS
a. Underline topic sentence of EACH body paragraph.  Does the 1st sentence of each body paragraph ALWAYS explain the main idea of that paragraph AND connect back to the author’s thesis?  Y / N 

b. Number each piece of evidence in EVERY body paragraph.  Are there always at least 2-3 pieces of evidence used for each paragraph?  These may be quotes or facts.   Y /  N
c. Check off each parenthetical citation.  Is each piece of evidence properly cited using parenthetical citations?  Y  / N
d. Bracket the Analysis.  Does the author always explain the quotes and facts?  Does the author explain how the evidence proves their argument?  Y / N 
How can the body paragraphs be made better?

	


CONCLUSION
a. Underline the thesis.  Does the author restate the main thesis of the paper?  Y / N


b. Does the paper “go out with a bang?”  Does it have a powerful conclusion that explains the importance of the author’s argument?  Y / N
How can the conclusion be made better?

	


LANGUAGE & STYLE
a.  Circle any unclear words/sentences.  Does the author use proper language to explain ideas?   Y / N

b.  Circle any use of “I” or “you.”   Does the author avoid first-person in this essay?  Y  /  N

How can the language and style in the essay be made better?

	


GRAMMAR AND MECHANICS
a.  Circle any spelling mistakes.  Does the essay use correct spelling?  Y / N
b.  Correct any capitalization errors.  Does the essay use proper capitalization?  Y  / N

c. Change any problems you see with commas or periods.  Does the essay still need editing for punctuation and grammar?

How can the grammar and mechanics in the essay be made better?

	


4.  Respond to the author’s stated concerns on the top of the sheet.  Be specific.  How can the author strengthen this aspect of their paper?  

5.  ANY OTHER FEEDBACK FOR YOUR FRIEND?
	


