Background
Using data to support your argument and creating evidence-based thesis statements activity – one (or partial) class period, students working in groups. 

Students will all be given the same research question: how has race influenced the city of Boston between 2000 and 2010?

Their responses will involve these facts about Boston population growth from 2000 to 2010 by numbers and race, gathered from the Boston Redevelopment Authority who in turn relied on 2000 and 2010 Census data.

· The population of Boston grew 4.9% from 2000 to 2010.

· The Hispanic population growth accounted for 80% of Boston’s population growth in that decade.

· The population of Mattapan shrank 8% from 2000 to 2010.

· Between 2000 and 2010 the white population in Hyde Park shrank by 34%, while the black population in the same area grew by 24%. 

· Between 2000 and 2010, the percentage of Boston residents who identified as White alone (not multi-ethnic) fell by 2 percentage points. The population identifying as Two or more Ethnicities also fell by 2 percentage points.

Activity
Part 1: Students should be arranged in small groups of 2 or 3, then given one of the following facts. When students have read the fact, they should discuss and answer these questions:

1.) Based on this fact alone, how would you answer the research question?

2.) Based on this fact and the presearching we have done in class, how would you answer the research question? 
3.) How did this fact influence your thinking?

Part 2: Students should mix up their groups so that they are now in groups of 3 with three different facts represented. When they have reviewed all of their facts, they should discuss and answer these questions:

4.) How do the new facts presented by your groupmates influence your answer from question 2, above? 

5.) What are the risks of formulating a response from only one fact?

6.) Write a thesis statement together that addresses the question given above using pre-searching and the facts represented in your group.


Part 3: A representative from each group shares out their thesis statement. Afterwards, the whole class gets together and all 5 facts are displayed on the board. The teacher asks students to comment how unknown facts would have influenced their group’s thesis. Using this discussion, the class writes a thesis statement all together based on the 5 facts given above. 


Part 4: Teacher debriefs with students how limited data can unfairly influence a response. Just like biased viewpoints, one number does not give the full picture!

