Name: _____________

INDEX CARD RESEARCH

How will we be conducting research?

For your research project in this class, you will be asked to use a common method for conducting your research – it’s called the index card method.  Instead of collecting all of your information in a notebook or in your binders, you will be recording all research on index cards that you will keep with you at all times.  This method should help you to stay organized, but will also allow you to shift around the information that you find and organize it easily for your final paper.

What do we have to write on the index cards?

You will have three different types of index cards:

· Thesis Card: This is where you list the research question that you want to answer and draft possible thesis statements in answer to your question.

· Source Cards: These are the cards which list all of the sources (books, magazines, websites, etc) that you used during research.

· Fact Cards: These are the cards on which you record the information which you have gathered for your research.

How many cards must each student have for this research paper?
· 1 Thesis Card

· 10+ Source Cards

· 100+ Fact Cards
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THESIS CARD
Your thesis card states the specific question that you are trying to answer with your research.  It should always be kept in the front of your pack of cards so that you can be constantly reminded of the purpose of your research.

[image: image1]
On the front of the card, you should simply state the research question.  On the back of your thesis card, you will be keeping a running list of possible answers to your thesis question.  You will use these answers to construct your final thesis statement – the main argument of your paper.
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SOURCE CARDS

For each source (book, magazine, newspaper, film, interview) that you use during the research process, you will need to make a source card.  The format of a source card is as follows:
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Remember, you must collect at least 5 source cards in total for this research paper.

YOUR PRACTICE: 

Source Cards

SOURCE A - BOOK

Author: Deseray Adair

Title: Violence in Darfur

Place of Publication: New York

Publisher: Happy Press

Year: 2005


SOURCE B - ARTICLE

Author: Will Myers

Title of Article: The Problem in Rwanda

Magazine/Journal Title: Newsweek

Date of Publication: July 20 2006

Pages: 20-26

SOURCE C - INTERNET SITE

Internet Address: www.darfur.com

Title of Website: Genocide in Darfir

Sponsor: The Save Darfur Campaign

Date Revised: July 2006

Date You looked at it: April 5, 2007
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NOTE CARDS

For information that you find during the research process, you will need to make Note cards.  Each card should have no more than 1 topic on it, and it should be stated in your own words!  The only exception is a quote, which must have clear quotation marks around it.  Every time you switch sources, also make a new note card.
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Remember, you must collect 50 fact cards in total for this research paper.
YOUR PRACTICE: 

Fact Cards

Imagine that you are studying the genocide in Rwanda and found this information in a book.  Create at least 3 possible fact cards from this source:
SOURCE: A – page 19

The Rwandan Genocide was the 1994 mass extermination of hundreds of thousands of ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutu sympathizers in Rwanda and was the largest atrocity during the Rwandan Civil War. This genocide was mostly carried out by two extremist Hutu militia groups, the Interahamwe and the Impuzamugambi, during about 100 days from April 6 through mid-July 1994. At least 500,000 Tutsis and thousands of moderate Hutus died in the genocide.[1] Other estimates put the death toll between 800,000 and 1,000,000.[2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwandan_Genocide" \l "_note-0#_note-0" \o "" [3]
In the wake of the Rwandan Genocide, the United Nations and the international community drew severe criticism for its inaction. Despite international news media coverage of the violence as it unfolded, most countries, including France, Belgium, and the United States, declined to intervene or speak out against the massacres. Canada continued to lead the UN peacekeeping force in Rwanda, United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR). However, the UN Security Council did not authorize UNAMIR to intervene or use force to prevent or halt the killing.[2]
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Rojas, Fernando.  “Ida Tarbell.”  Newsweek Magazine 20 March 2000: 119-121.			
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Upton Sinclair was one of the most famous muckrakers of the Progressive Era and is known for his book “The Jungle”  that uncovered abuses in the meatpacking industry.
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Research Question:


What changes did your person, law or organization make in society?  How did he/she/it try to make America a better place?


								





Create a citation in the center using the correct MLA format





Label each source with a letter in the right-hand corner





Put your initials in the bottom right corner





Put your initials in the bottom right corner





Put the source that the fact came from & its page # in upper right corner.





Write down one major fact or idea per card in the center.








