Lesson Plan Template

Name: Stephanie
Discipline/subject: Social Studies – World History
Grade level: 9 & 10
Approximate length of lesson: 2 – 50 minute class periods
Topic: Evaluating Online Databases
Rationale:  During “Freshmen Skills,” students are introduced to the online databases available through the BHS Library website.  The librarians briefly describe the purpose/mission of online databases and verbally discuss the peaks and pitfalls of each history-related database.  Some students listen and retain the information, while others do not.  The latter group then encounters many an obstacle when they are tasked with conducting research on their own.  Where to begin?  Which database will provide an overview?  Which one has primary sources?  Is the source citation premade?  I’ve found that, often times, students are not able to spend the necessary time browsing each online database.  Instead, they interact with each in a hurried/frantic manner and simply try to gather as much information, relevance aside, as they can.  The goal of this lesson is to expand on the online database introduction the students receive during Freshmen Skills, and to teach them how to best interact with each database.  
Research Skill(s) Taught:

-Use of online databases

-Identification of sources

-Evaluation of sources

Instructional Objectives:

-Students will be able to understand the focus/intent of each database available.

-Students will be able to navigate the online database.

-Students will be able to explain the difference between the types of sources available on the databases (news articles, reference, primary sources, etc.)

-Students will be able to evaluate each online database based on a list of criteria determined by the class

-Students will be able to present their findings to their peers.

Materials/Equipment Needed:

-Class set of laptops

-Database passwords

Procedure:

This section must spell out exactly what you are doing and be detailed enough that anyone could take your plan and teach from it. 

1. As previously mentioned, this activity is meant to serve as a follow up to/expansion of “Freshmen Skills.”  Have students remind you of what online databases are, and ask them to recall a couple by name.  Ask students to distinguish between information found on the web and in online databases.
2. Remind students that the library has subscriptions to over a dozen online databases, each with a different focus.  Some databases may specialize in general information, while others focus specifically on world religions or biographies.  In order to make the research process most efficient, students need to know where they can find specific information/sources, and how to best utilize and interact with each database.

3. Ask students to brainstorm a list of specific questions they have about online databases, in general.  Examples:  Does it have primary sources?  How accessible are the readings?  How do I access the website at home?  How is the web page organized?  Is the layout user friendly?  What is the specific focus of each website?
4. Divide the class into groups of 3-4, and assign each group and online database.  Their task is to become “experts” on the website.  Using the brainstorm questions as a springboard, they are to prepare a presentation/tutorial based on their database.  Their presentation should include (but is not limited to) a lesson on navigating the database, a description of the database’s focus/area of specialty, and a summation of the peaks and pitfalls of the website.  
5. Presentations would commence the following class period.
Assessment Measures:  Students presentations would be graded based on clarity and depth of information presented.  Still, the focus of this project is not so much to grade each group’s expertise of each database, but more to increase the overall understanding of and exposure to the online sources available.  By increasing exploration time, it is my hope that future research attempts will be more successful, as students will be more comfortable accessing the information on the databases.
Resources:

Attachments/Links:
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